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UM SCHOOL WINS PRESTIGIOUS GERONTOLOGY AWARD 
MISSOULA —
The University of Montana’s School of Social Work has won a Best Practice Award for 
Gerontological Curricular Innovation.
The award recognizes UM for integration of gerontological content in the University’s 
bachelor’s degree program in social work, for development of an interdisciplinary gerontology 
minor and for offering a Gerontolgy Fellows Program that provides social work majors 
opportunities to pursue advanced skills in their work with older adults.
It is presented by the Council on Social Work Education’s Gero-Ed Center, which prepares 
social work faculty and students to meet the demographic realities of our aging society.
With the support of a Geriatric Social Work Initiative grant, UM Professor Cindy Garthwait 
and colleagues in the University’s Institute for Gerontology Education spearheaded 
campuswide efforts to develop the gerontology minor.
Aging content was integrated first into UM’s social work core curriculum. Teaching tools for 
innovative social work practice also were developed, and a number of aging-related practicum 
sites were added.
UM’s interdisciplinary gerontology minor was introduced last year. It was designed and 
implemented through the Institute for Gerontology Education using guidelines and standards
established by the Association for Gerontology in Higher Education.
Because the minor is interdisciplinary, it can be integrated into a students’ major area of study. 
“Nearly every profession and discipline will be impacted by the nation’s growing numbers of 
older adults, and new and innovative careers are being created to respond to the needs and 
concerns of an aging population,” said Garthwait, who coordinates UM’s gerontology minor. 
For more information, go online to http://www.health.umt.edu/GSWI, call Garthwait at 
406-243-2954 or e-mail cvnthia.garthwait@umontana.edu.
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